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from the birth of the child. Sometimes the mother
is too ill to get about after the confinement and if
she is too ill to make her application within two
months, the order can be made to commence only
from the day on which it was made.

Application on Oath

Where the application is made before birth the
information must be on oath and presumably in
writing. In form it may be similar to that shown
on page 10. Applications after birth need not be
on oath though at many courts these are also made
in writing and sworn.

The Summons

If the application is successful, a summons is
granted. A warrant cannot be issued. The sum-
mons must be served personally or be left at the
defendant's last place of abode. The summons
must be made returnable within 40 days after the
date of service. If the applicant or her solicitor
does not appear at court within that time, no
order can be made. The summons can of course be
adjourned once formal appearance has been made
within the time limit.

2. THE HEARING

Appearance of the Parties

The mother must appear in support of the
application. No order can be made before the
court has heard her sworn testimony. If she dies
before the hearing no order can be made.

The  defendant  is  not  bound  to  appear.   He